Introduction

The Social Welfare Department (SWD) re-launches a one-year
Special One-Off Arrangement under the Guangdong (GD) Scheme
on 1 July 2017 to allow Hong Kong (HK) elderly people who
have already settled in GD and satisfied all other eligibility criteria
(including age, means test requirement for applicants aged 65 to 69,
etc.), but fail to meet the one-year continuous residence (OYCR) in
HK requirement to benefit from the GD Scheme without having to
return and stay in HK for one year. This special arrangement will
end after 30 June 2018.

Eligibility Criteria for Special One-Off Arrangement

° An applicant must satisfy the eligibility criteria under the GD
Scheme (see Annex and the GD Scheme leaflet);

° Applicants not meeting the OYCR in HK requirement
must have resided in GD continuously for at least one year
immediately before the date of application for the GD Scheme
(absence from GD up to a maximum of 56 days during the
one-year period is treated as residence in GD); and

Applications must be made on or before 30 June 2018.

° Applicants should provide documentary proof of their
residence in GD (e.g. rental receipts, utilities bills, etc.) and
declare to have resided in GD continuously for at least one
year immediately before the date of application for the GD
Scheme.

° For applicants who can produce medical proof(s) issued by
public hospital/clinic to show that they may not be able to
travel to HK for the application, SWD will request its agent to

Enquiries

For enquiries about the Special One-Off Arrangement under the GD
Scheme, please call the GD Scheme Enquiry Line during service
hours or visit SWD’s website.

GD Scheme Enquiry Line: 3105 3266

Website: www.swd.gov.hk/gds

Address of Social Security Unit 2110-2111, 21/F., Landmark
Field Unit (GD Scheme): North, 39 Lung Sum Avenue,
Sheung Shui, Hong Kong

Annex

Eligibility Criteria for the GD Scheme include:

(a) must have been a HK resident for at least seven years,
and have resided in HK continuously for at least one year
immediately before the date of application (absence from HK
up to a maximum of 56 days during the one-year period is
treated as residence in HK);

(b) must be aged 65 or above (applicant aged 65 to 69 must have an
income and assets not exceeding the following prescribed limits);

Single person Married couple

Total income per month $7,750 $12,620

Total asset value $329,000 $499.000

(©) must continue to reside in GD during receipt of allowance;

(d must surrender his/her public rental housing unit in HK or
delete his/her name from the tenancy before leaving HK if
he/she is an authorized public housing tenant;

(e) must not be in receipt of any other allowance under the
Social Security Allowance Scheme or assistance under the
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance Scheme; and
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